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-Dominion over ME N, 


i Clearly laid Open and Explained, as the 


ſame Relates unto theſe following Particulars: 


+ God hath Eſtabliſhed for all Nations an Obedis 
ence of Faith, a Life of Probation and Trial; 
""wherein/all things happen aſike untoall. * He 
"bath alfo Permitted the Proſperity-of the wick- 
' ed, and Ordained Adverſity unto the Rightes 
Diſcourſe on Demr. 8, 2, Wherein is likewiſe ſhewed; 
;; whar Influence the Knowledge of theſe things ought 
-'to have upon our Life and Converſation. 


By RICHARD STAFFORD. 
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= To make known witlo the Sans of Men, his Miobty Aﬀs and the Glorious Ma 


Jefty of his Kingdom. Thy Kir gdem 1s an Everlaſting Kingdom, and thy Do 
minion endureth throughout all Generations, Ela. 145. 12,13. | 

nd thou ſhalt Remember all the Way which h2 Lord thy God led thee theſe e Forty 
Tears, to Preve thee, to know what is in thine Heart, whither Ihou wouldeſt 
keep his Commandments 6r no. 
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Nibil tam dignum Deo, quam $4lus Hominis. Tertillian. 
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 eAdvertiſement. 


Heſe are to give Notice, that I have ſeveral other 


Practical Sermons or Diſcourſes of mine own 


Compoſing, Lying by me in Manuſcript; Whick if 


they, who have vhe Plenty or Competefticy of this Wetld, 
would thus Conſecrate ſome part of their Guin ahd* Sub 
ſtance unto the Lord, Micah 4.13. As to be ready to Di. 
firikute and willing ro Communicate towards the outward 
Labour and Charge of the Printing and Publiſhing.of 
them, it would be for the Gloty of God (ih trkng 


known bis Truth, Iſa. 38. 19.) and for the Edification_ 


and Benefit of his Ehurch and People; and conſequent. 
ly it would be a &eod Work in fuch Perfons, who ſhall 
be Helpful and any. ways Afﬀiſtant herein 7 for which 
they would be Rewerded by God in the Life that isto 
come. 

Charge them that are Rich in this World, that they 
do Good, that they be Rich in good Works, ready'to 
Diſtribute, willing to Communicate, laying up in Store 
for themſelves a good Foundation 42int the time to 

come, that they may lay hold on Eternal Life, 1 Tim, 
6. 17, 18, 19. This is a Faithful Saying, and theſe things 
I will that. thou affirm conftantly, that they which 
have belizved in God , might be careful to maintain 
gool Works ; theſe things are Good and Profitable 
unto Men, Tins 3. 8, 
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NATURE 


\ id thou (halt Remember all the W ay which the 
Lord thy Gon led thee theſe Foarty Tears in the 
" Watrueſs, to Humble thee, and to Prove thee, rq 
* know what tis in thine Heart, whither thou woula: 
ef keep his Commanamnents or 70, Deur. 8, 26 | 


TH E whote Occonomy, Diſpenſation and Efa- 
þliſhment of all the Things of God, aridof the 
> Things pertaining to his Kingdom, in that 
manner as they now. are, do all ſcemto be to this very 
End and Intent, to. prove Man, to know what 1s in his 
Heart, whether he will keep the Commandments 'of God of 
#02; This alſo cometh from the Lord of Hoſts, who 
is Wonderful in. Counſel, and Excellent in Working 
for in great Wiſdom and Contrivance hath he Ofdained, 
| and Ordered Things accordingly. By the Paſſage of 
the Children of //racl through the Wilderneſs, was 
tipified and ſignified that Paſſage of the ſeveral Gene- 
tations of Men and Women ot the ſeveral Countries 
through this Earth, where they. may remeber all the 

a 
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way, and all the ſeveral Steps and Stages of this Life, 
which the Lord God of all Creatures doth lead or carry 


them on theſz; Fourty Years in the Wilderneſs, or theſe - 


Threcſcore Years and Ten, or Fourſcore Years, which 
is twice Fourty Years ( for ſo,the Days of Man are 
computcd in P/al. go. and it holds ſtill thereabouts) in 
the Wilderncſs of this Earth, which 1s reckoned to bez. 
bout the middle part of the World. Where he hath 
made of one Blood all Natiens of Men for to dwell oz 
all the Face of the Earth, 'and hath determined the times 
before appointed, and the Bounds of their Habitation: 
The Condition of Mankind, whilſt they art a little'time 
Breathing on this Earth, is fitly compared to that of the 
If: aelites in the Wilderneſs on divers Reſpefts : Bit 
particalarly from that Deſcription which is given ofit 
in Pſal. 107, 4, 5; 6, 7: They wandered in the Wildernefjn 
a [olirary Wav, they found no City 'to dwell in, Hungry ani 


Thirfty, tntir Souls fainted in them ©. Thenthey cried unto th | 


Lord im their Trouble, and he delivered them ont of their Djs 


ſtreſſes; and he led them forth by the Right Way, that rhe) | 


might go to a City of Habitation, Now here we have no 
continuing City, but. Heaven is that City of Habitation 
and this Earth is bat a thrapgh- fare unto it ; as we now 
£0 through a little Town or Village unto a great Cir. 
This is now our preſent Condition on Earth,as we ftand 
towards God. We wander in the Wilderneſs 1n a ſolitary 
Way. As weare meer Menabſtratted from the Aſſiſtah- 
ces of his Word and Spirit 5 Our Thonghts concerning 


God, are but Imaginations, Our Words are Miſtake-or] 


- 


— 


Falſhood, Our Aftions are but Errors and Turnings aſide 
frem the Right Way, This appears by thoſe Mahome- 
cants, Pagaus and Indians, who are the Workmanſhip of 
God as well as we; but for want of the Scriptures and the 
Light of the Goſpe!, as to that [nviſfible Being who made' 
them, or as to that Inviſible World, they and we areal 
eatring into, They Grope for the Wall like the Blind, and | 


they 
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they Grope as if they had no Eyes, Iſa. 59. 10. Even where 
1s an appearance of/the outward Worſhip of God and 
Chriſtianity, How many do wander in their Actspertaine 
ing to Religion ? Foreven that of the Generaliry & Mul- 
'titude is ſo defiled with the things which ſavour of Men, 
and comes ſo ſhort off that Religion which is to the ſa- 
ving of the Soul, that the ſmall Remnant is either forced 
to come ont of it, and touch not the Unclean thing ; or 
elſe ſee well to it that their Righteouſneſs da exceed the 
Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, that their Re- 
-ligion do exceed: the Religion of the World, as it is 

commonly Preached and Practiſed at this Day, that 
even his Ele& Children and Servants do wander here in 


\ the Wilderneſs in a Solitary Way, being Deſtitute, Af- 


flifted and Tormented, they are People by themſelves, 
as the uſual Phraſe is; which indeed agrees to that 
CharaQer the Holy Ghoſt gives of them, Feed thy People 
with thy Rod, the Flock of thine Heritage which dwell Solt- 
tarily in the Word, in the midſt of Carmel, Micah 7. 14. 
The People of God Dwel So/itarily ; al:hough they are 
in the midft of N:ighbours and Acquaintance, fuch as 
tney are. Hungry and Thirſty, their Souls faintcd in them. 


| "This is as to God, and as to that good Satisfactory and , 


Enduring Thing, which he hath Promiſed to the Sons 
of Men, which on this Earth is kept in Suſpence, and 


, net aCtnally, or at leaſt not fully given ; but we are all 


along ſeeking and labouring after ir. 3 
Then they Cried unto the Lord in their Trouble, and hs 
delivered them out of their Diftreſſes. This Trouble and 
DiſtreGs, is that ſame Bondage of Corruption, and thar 
Groaning and Travelling in Pain, ſpoken of, Rom, 8. 21, 
22. Which the preſenc State of the Creation 1s under. 
And we being a part of it, this ſhould be our Buſineſs 
all our Life long, to Cry unto the Lord, and to call 
upon the Name of the Lord, to be delivered and faycd 
from it : And that amidſt all the Wandering of others, 
AS or 


C6) 
or of our ſelves, he would lead ns forth-thrangh this 
Earth, by the Right Way (there 1s a great deal in thax) | 
and when God doth lead, be you ſure to follow, ang | ! 
take notice, ſo the Lord alone did lead him, and there wa | ? 
70 ſtrange God with him, Devt. 32. 12. Neither Idolatr 7 
nor Covetonſneſs, nor Senſpality, for theſe are kinds 
of Idotatry, nor no ſtrange Luſt,nor no Sin, for inthe 
Judgment of our Creator, any Sin is a ſtrange God, op |- 1 
a ſtrange Thing which ſhovld not be there, iz. ingny 
of his Creatures. Take theſe two Directions along with 
you, and obferve them, viz. to follow when he leah, 
and that the Lord alone may lead thes, that there be ng | 
ſtrange God with thee, and I will warrant my Leg 


yours, that he will lead you, and alſo bring you by the 
Right Way unto a City of Habitation; which is Hep. ſ 
ren, tie Habitation of his Nolineſs ( for the ſame Power Y 
ther ſent us here, will tranſlate ns up to that High ang tl 
Lof.y Plzce, if we (hall be found meet and worthy, | * 
where we ſhall be no longer Travellers, Pilgrims, or | Þ 
Strangers; but in a proper and true Sence Felloy. e 
Citizens and Inhabitants for ever to abide. He ld they | ? 
forth by the Right Way. As for my ſelf, in my Jour- | " 
. neying and Travelling, I bave miſtook the Way, byt F 
by enquiry and going forward, I always arrived at the .f 
Place at laſt where I would be. It is the very ſame 1g \. 
.our way to Heaven. Pzople may, yea andthey do often L 
miſtake the Right Way; but if they will keep on in. the | ? 
Way of Holineſs ( which the Vrnclean ſhall not paſs over, : 
Ifa. 35- 8.) if they will ſzek out of the Book of the Lord, ; 
ard Read in the fare Word of Pcopheſie; if they wil 
take heed t the Day Dawn and the Day Star in ther | 
H-arts, and do according to the Light which that ſhews 
them. 3}f trey will confer Experiences with the Saints ; 
that are on the Farth ( for they that ſearcd the Lord ſpall | 


often are 09 1n0ther ) But above all, if they will be ſure 
to be Travelling on, and in motion, and always making | 
EO towaras 
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7 
towards it,. though perhaps in Twenty Miles we may 
go half a Mile or more ahout ; though in Sailing oyer 
the Sea of this Life, ſometimes we cannot go directly” 
forwards, by reaſon of contrary Winds; yet we may Sail 
"this way and that way to make towards it, and at Jaft, 
"God bringeth them to their deſired Haven, Pſal. 107, 3a. 
We Read in the As of the Apoſtles of the Fair Haven, 


_ Put one Letter more in, and Haven ſpells Heaven, which 


indeed is the Fair Haven ; for it is all Fair and Clear 
there, it being above all Winds and. Storms. This is 
our deſired Haven, or the Hayen where we would 


More need not to be ſaid to Paralel-our Condition 
here on Earth for Threeſcare Years and Ten, or Four- 
ſcore Years, with that of the Wilderneſs for Fourty 
Years. In the Text it is ſaid, To Humble thee. And 


this ſeems to be the very Reaſon of thoſe ſeveral ſeve.e 
and harſh Diſpenſarions of his Providence, as in ſending 


vpn us Afictians, Poverty, Sickneſs, and. ſuch like. 


As alſo why he made us thus, and placed us -in ſuch 


vile Bodies, Phil. 3. 21. In the vul ar Latin, there far 
it is Corpus Humilitatis, which ſignifies the Body of our 
Humiliation 3 or ſuch a Body as God hath prepared, or- 


dered, and thought fit for this our. preſent State of Hy- 
'miliation and Imperfe@ion, To Humble ws. We are as 
it were. Men and Women in Carcaſes. And truly. if 


we know our ſelves, and particularly our. own outward 
Frame, there is all the reaſon in the World, as God 10 
making us thus, and cloathing us with ſuch Garments 
of Fleſh, which are ſo courſe, if I may ſo expreſs it, 


filthy and weak and little, did it on purpoſe and deſign 
to Humble us: So we ſhould be indeed Humbled. ' Far 
wherefore is Earth and Aſhes Proud ? Conſider what 


were we whilſt in the Womb ; from thence we were 
caſt out to the loathing of our Pcrſon in the Day thar we 


were Born, Ezck. 16.5. What are we now ? A Breathing 
| A 4 | __ Clod 


A 
Clod of Clay ?-A ſink of Flezm and, Excrements } 


z 


Ht hath ſhewed thee O'Man ( from within thy ſelf) oh | 


is good, and what dorbthe Lord require of thee,to walk hum. | 
biy with thy Ged, Micgi 6. 8. And fee. that thou comply | 


with his Mint'herett. - © — 

| The Text:'goes on to add, to prove thee, to know what 
#s in thine Heart, whither thou wouldeſt keep his Commands 
- ments or no, Hefe 1s the Principal Igtent Specified; 


21d under this \is comprised the Reaſon of almoſt all his | 


doings towards the Children of Men; from the Day, hs 


firſt Created them on the Earth, natil the End of time. | 


He proved our firſt Parents, Adam and Eve, to know 
what was in their Hzarts, whither they wogld keep his 
"Commandments or no; and they did not keep thein. 
And {2 he did afterward, Prove Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Facob, who did keep them according to the Covenant 


and Meaſure as he cid accept of. For [kn>w Abraham | 


that he will command kis Children and his Houſpold after 


kim, and they ſliall keep the Way of the Lord, Gelſi. 18. r9 
And fo it is of all rne Deſcendants from Abraham ever 
ſince, ſome did keep his Commandments, - and ſome did 
not. Beſides that conſtant and continued Proving the 
throvzhonr their Lifz, Gad doth ſometimes Prove bs 
Children in an extr-ordivary manner, as he did tempt 


Atrabam to offer np his Son Iſa:c, which was agreat 


Inſtance cf his Faith, and whereby he did know that he 
Fearei Gd. 'Sceng thou haſt not witholfen tiy Y0hh 


thin? enly Son frem me, even the Beſt and deareſt think, 


and 
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beg allthat he had of that Nature. It.is aWonderful thing 


4 2 to Conkider how he dath Prove all the-Generations and 


"Perſons of Mankind,; one afcer' this matiner, and ano- 
. ther after that, according, to their different, Circumſtan- 
ces; and Condition of:Life, to know -what is in their 
' Hearts, whither they, will keep bis Commandments or 
no» The whole Hiſtory of 3 e Bible,: and of all bis 
Servants, and Reaſonable Creatures mentioned therein, 
,are to this purpoſe-: The Servants of. Ged. did keep 
his Commandments, bat. all his Creatures, whom he had 
'endued with Reaſon, did-not., And fo it.is-of. all the 
. Mon and Women that ever trod upon this Earth ;1 whoſe 
. Names, .though they are: pot Recorded; in that Dook, 
: YET they are in-the-Regiſter of him, Who bringerh one 
.that great Hoſt of his, Creation by number, and.calleth chem 
- all. by their Names. So likewiſe beſi des the ordinary 
manner of dealing-with his People, he did tempt-and 
prove Fob by. his great:and. extraordinary. Affliciions, 
who in all them: Sinned not, nor yet" Charged God 
fooliſhly ; for indeed God did well. and wiſely as to 
him. | What i« Man that thou ſhouldeſt Magnifie bim, and 
that then. ſhauldſt ſet thine Heart upon him, avd that thou 
ſhouldſt Viſit bim every Morning) and try him every Me-. 
ent, Job 7. 17, 18, Allthings, are-:full of Temp- 
tation, eyen. to the neceſſary Vittnals which we. Eat, 
- for there may he Gluttony ; 'and to the Clothes which 
we. wear, for there 'may be Pride 3 even to all our 
Thoughts ( and wedo think continually ) for there may 
be, and too often is, Vanity and Evil. To our Words, 
for inthe multitude of them, there wants nor Sin; and we 
may. ſ992n Speak Falſhood or Folly ; and ſo to: our A- 
tions and Doings.z for there Sin, Iniquity, and Tranſ- 
greſſion do beſer us round, and it is cafy falling into 


- any of them, And ſo all Companies and; Converſation 


With our fellow Creatures do prove a Snare unto us, 
or there is Man Pieafing and Perverting the thing that 
15 


Fro | - 


is Right, to humour and comply with thoſe that ar: 


above us in outward Degree or Riches. As alfo there | -: 


is a fear of Bearing Witneſs unte the Truth, and Speakin 


it-out, leaſt they ſhould fal under the Diſpleaſure of |- 


Men. Many ſuch like things do ſhew that the Trial of 
Man is had every Moment, as alſo it is had when he is at, 


and amidſt the Worſhip and Service of God, and at Re. 


ligious Duties. 
It is properly and truly a Life of Probation and Trial, 
And we are here upon, or according to our good or ill 
| Behaviour, ſo we ſhall have the Eternal Favour of Gol, 
or be rejefted by him. Like as Apprentices are com- 
' monly put out a Month before hand for Trial, to fee 
. whither the maſter will take them for Seven Years or 
'Not, ſo theſe Seventy Years on this Earth, we Men and 
Women are upon Trial for all Eternity ; God hereby 
Proving us, whither we ſhall be meet to be partakersof 
the Inheritance of the Saints in Light, or Reprobates, 
Reprobate Silver ſhall Men call thew, becauſe the Lord 


hath Rejetted them, Jer. 6. 30. As it is with the Earthit | 


ſelf, ſo it will be with the Men and Women, the Rez- 
ſonable Inhabitants thereof. For the Exrth which drink. 


eth in the Rain that cometh” oft upon it, receiveth Bleſſing | 


from God. But that which beareth Thornes and Briers, 
Rejected, and is nioh unto Curſing, whoſe End is tobe Burn- 
ed, Heb. 6. 7. 8. The good Fiſhes are to be gathered 
into Veſſels, and the bad are to be caſt away. So ſhal 


it be at the End of the World. Te Angels ſhall come forth and ' 
ſhall Sever the Wicked from among the Fuſt Mat. 13.41, 43. | 
So God will do at the End of World, but all this mean 
while, during which the Generations paſs through here, 
whither it be Six or Seven Thouſand Years,lt is the time 
of their Probation tnd Trial,but after that is over,and fi- 
niſhed, God will then proceed to aDecifion and Sentence. | 
For the more effectual Trial and Probation of 
Mankind, He hath alſo ordained a Life of Faith, es 
tate 


C 11) 


| State of Abſence from the Lord, which is Grounded 


from 2 Cor. 5. 6, 7: Whilf we are at kome in the Boay, 


» ' þ ] 


we are abſent from the Lord, for we Walk by Faith and not 


& | 


his Life of Trial and Probation, ayd* this'walking by 
Faithdo clearly ppen unto us the Nature of-God's King- 
dom, and Dominion over us Men. It was neyer known 
in any Nation, Country and Language, 'that the Peg- 
ple there ould obey a King or Ruler, whom. neither 
they themſelves, nor yet any of his, Subjects ever ſar: 
Which laſt it put in, becauſe whereas Earthly Kipgs 
do Rule over Eountreys of yaſt Extent. and Circum- 
ference, and of Millions of Inhabitants who gre difper- 
ſed all over jt; and he being bur little and Circumſcri- 
bed in Paſſion as othex Men, 'it ſeldom ar never happens 
that he doth ſee all his SubjeQs, nor yet do all his Sub- 
jects eyer ſce him. Burt yet a very great many do, and 
have ſeen bim:_ So that all the others haying them for 
vadoubted Witneſſes, and Aſſirance, that there is ſuch 


Le. £& 


pf | - by Sight. The right Underſtanding of theſe two things, 


| an One, they do, and. muſt obey him, nevertheleſs al- 
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Faith and Patience of the Saints to perform it neverthe. 


leſs. Now Faith is the Subſtance of things boped for, and © 


the Evidence of things not ſeen. And this Faith doth pro. 


perly terminate upon an Unſeen God, as it's Obejz&. 
Whom having n0t ſeen ye Love, in whom, though ye ſee bin 


not, yet believing, ye Rejoyce with Joy Unſpeakable and 


full of Glory. Receiving the End of your Faith, the 


Salvation of your Souls, .1 Per. 1. 8, 9. We Read 


yery often in Scripture of the Name of the Lord, The 


Heathen ſhall. fear the Name of the - Lord, ſo declare the 
Name of the Lord in Zion, Pſal. 102. 15, 21. And of cal- 
ling ofthe. Name of the Lord. Which Name of theLord 
( to ſpeak after the manner of Men) doth ſuppoſe and 


import as much, as if his Perſon were diſtant, and not | 


ſeeh by us: But here to purſue the like Reaſoning,as is in 
Pſal. 78. 1. Unto thee, O God do we give Thanks Unto 
thee do we give Thanks ;, for that thy Name is near, 1, 

Wonderous Works declare, So here It Is, Unto: thee 6 
God do we yield Obedience, and render Worſhip, for 
that thy Name, or rather,thy Perſon included inthat 
Name, .is real thy Viſible Works declare, which, we 
cannot. ſo much as look upwards or downwards ; or 
without doors, but we muſt ſee them, We may be- 
hold with our outward Bodily Eyes, the T ruth and Re: 
ality of what he hath affirmed, for 7 life up my Hand 


to Heaven, and ſay, I Live for ever, Deut, 32. 40. For | 
we do, or may continually ſee that vaſt fabrick of the | 
Heavens and the Earth, and all therein contained, vp- | 


held by the Word of his Power, .in a moſt Wonderful 
and Aſtoniſhing manner. That vaſt and wide Roof of 
the Firmamenr. or Sky 1s kept up by his Almighty and 
Viſible Hand, without any Viable Bzams or Pillars. By 
the way, the declaring of theſe things unto ye, is a 
proper and uſeful kind of Preaching, Becauſe it is a 
Publiſhing the Name of the Lord, Aſcribe ye greatneſs unig 
eur God, Deut. 32.2. And a ſpeaking of the phys 
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Works of God, Acts 2- 11. Which .the Apoſtles did.to 


| their. Hear-ers. 


 1t: is a, wonderful thing to Conſider how. the God ' 
who made all things, and filleth all things, ſhould yer 
be ſo. little manifeſted unto Men; that he, who- is all 
Brightneſs and Glory, ſhould not be ſeen anongftus;” 
that he, who made and faſhioned us, in whom we live 
and move and have our being, ſhould be fo little” per- 
ceived by us 3 that when he fileth Heaven and Earth. 
with bis Preſence, yet any ſhould Live without God in © 
the World. Surely Darkneſs hath covered the Earth, 
aud groſs Darknels the: People. The Sun gives Light: 
upon it by Day, and the Moon by Night ; and yet there 


| *is' a greater Obſcurity,round about, which the dull Ele- 


ment perceives not. There is yet a worſe and greater 
Obſcurity in thoſe, who ſee and walk thereon. Stranpe? 
That Hicherto it ſhould not be as yet Univerſally ful 
filled as to.all the Inhabitants of the Earth, ";£'thar Day 
ſhall a Man lgpk to his Maker, aud his Eyes ſhall have Re- 


| ſpe} anto the Holy One of Iſrael, Iſa. 17. y. Whom he 


migbt ſee with the Eyes of his Uuderſtanding being 
enlightened, as he doth with his qutward Bodily Eyes 


behold; the Works of God, and the Earth which he 


Treads on. By the Air he Breaths 'and .moves in, he 
might haye a Sence and Reſemblance of him that is In- 
viſible. Who doth alſo beſet him behind and before, 
is with him in his going out, and coming in, and is 
acquainted with.all his Ways. . The leaſt conceiving 
and Inward Reaſoning, will Inſtantly lead unto the ac- 
quaintance of him, Lift vp your Eyes on High, and 
behold who hath Created theſe things; for it muſt be 
fome One who made all theſe things.; for we do con- 


' 


clude, .and know of the Houſes which we Inhabit, that 
ſome did Build them, although that was before we were 
Born. . And this great Houle of the World muſt needs 
have been framed by him, who Buile all things; _ 

| _ tt4a 
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that is God, Heb. 3. 4. Through Faith we tnderRund thy 
the Worlds were Framed by the Word of God; ſo that things 
which are ſth, were not made of things which do wppibr 
Heb. 11. 2- The Heavens continue Randing as they 
were freto the Days of the Creation ; yet thit oiice 
was, and tttlſt needs have beef. But then further, the 
very contitivahce #nd upholding of them doth plainly 
Dentonſtrate, aid Point out his Etetnal Power and Gods 
head. "I : 

Beſides the Ipgnorznce, Sottifinefs, and Neplivente 
of Man in alfa ale ant Stthing God, Pal * 2; 
Soine Reafon Why be is not ſo Kttown; and Apprehens 
ded by the Inhabitznts of tht Farth, is throngh his own 


Ordering, if I may fo Speak ; for 1 gather It from his 


own Word of Ttuth, Ferily, thhu art # Gtt that bidyft 
thy ſelf, O G6d of 1facl the S4vjour, Ia. 45. t5. I ( 
may ſo expre6 it, tho? he is in theth, #nd before theth; 


things. Avid it eanic to paſs that mn the Morning WF abt; 
bot looked unto the Hoft of the Egyptinns through the 
Pillar of Eire, and of the Clonl, Exod: 14. 24. And ib 
he doth continualty look mito the Fnhabiraiies of the 
Earth, through the material ant vifib!s things, althoogh 
we cannot ſee him, Becauſe he is Imntaterial amtlivil! 
ble. Ged fezth us, when we do not ſee him. He 
ſeeth us always, but we dd not ee hitn' at-dny ride: 
Bebold, I Go forward, but he tr mvt there, and backivatdj 
but 1 cannot perceive him. On the left Hamd where he doth 
work, bae I cannot behold bit. He bidth himſelf on the 
Right Hand ( Mark that Phraſe, again of hiding him- 
ſelf ) chat 1 cartnot ſee him. . But he Rnowerh the Way that 
I take ( this again confirms what is aforeſaid, though 
we do not ſce God, yet God ſeeth us) wher he hath rvied 


me, 1 ſhall com: forth as Gold, Job-23. $,9, 10. By an 


nexing which laſt here his'Spiric by the Mouth of Jeb 
doth Intimate azd ſet forth, that God doth thus; on pave 
_ 


yer he doth - hide Þin:ſelf, bekind the Skreeh of Great | 
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poſe to try Man. This fate Traoth and Obſervation is 
t ttiore cleatly Expreſſed in Dem. 32. 20. Which al- 
comes UireRly torheſence of my Text, to Prove thee, 
to. know whit is in thine Heart, whither thou wilt keep 
his Cortimandments or no: Here God ſpeaks on this 
wiſe, 1 will hide niy Face fron! them, 1 will ſee what tbeir 
End frall be ; for they are 4 very frowerd Generation, Chil-. 
dex in whors is n6 Faith, Now put all this together, 
and we are given to underftand, that whegfGod hideth 
himfelf, and hideth his Face, as he hath done ſince the. 
Creation, Hereby he doth Try and Prove the Children 
6f Men, and Knows what is in their Hearts, atid ſees 
what tticir End will be. In Der. 32. There is as it 
were 4 Hiftory and Rehearſal of all that Ignorance, Diſ- 
6btdiefice, Sottiſlinefs, Blindneſs, Folly, and Ingrati- 
tide of Mankind towards their God; and the Reaſor 
of all is as it wete ſurintied vp, arid Rendred in the 
Twentieth Verſe, becauſe Gaz hideth his Face, aid be- 
Cauſe rhey ars « froward Geiitration, Children in' whom is 
0 Faith. For had they but any Faith, they might find 
out Gad ; notwitliſtanding be is Inviſible, and he hideth 
bimſelf, and he hideth his Face; and if they did buy 
once find him ont, and kriow him, it is impoſſible that 
ever Man, a Reaſonable Creature, ſhould carry limſelf 
thus perverſly and contrariwiſe towards God, as. he 
hath done. Although the People of the World de 
recken upon Sin, as i tliing of Naught, of no Zigai- 
cancy: and . of no Account, yet all Sin is againſt God 
And I am perſuaded that (notwithſtanding it is ſorite, 
common and cuſtomary in the World, as alas now it 
is) People would no more commit Sin againſt God; 
if they did ſee him with his Bow bent and his Sworg 
drawn ( the Scripture hath deſcribed him in that man- 
ner )-ready to take Vengeance on them for the ſame, 
and if they did throughily know and believe how. that 
there is a Juſt Recompence of Reward a” ws 
| ran i= 
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Tranſgreſſion and Diſobedience , -than now they ,dare | as 
Curſe the King to his Face, for which they ſhould incur | w 
his ſevere Wrath and Diſpleaſure Immediately. ' But if Þ & 
God was as Viſible as our Governouts after the Fleſh, Þ ſo 


are, then there could be no ſuch thing as Faith at all, Þ he 
there could be no. Trial of Obedience from the Heart 4 is 
( for it might be done only with ourward AA) How Þþ pe 
could he then { effeQually Prove us, to know what ix | to 
in our Hearg, whither we will keep his Commandment | th 
or no. Thigh God is not Viſible, yet his Works are: | th 
By the greatneſs and vaſtneſs, whereof we may very | 
well Apprehend and Aſcribe greatneſs unto, our God, | ye 
for it muſt needs be a Great Gpd who hath Created | in 
ſuch great things. So, although he is Inviſible, yet his | Su 
exceeding Greatneſs ſhould make us more afraid; and | ev 
keep us more in Subjettion, then all viſible Terrorsor | as 
Temptations, which are but little; as alſo his Eternal | th. 
Promiſes and Threatnings ſhould weigh more' with w, | he 
then all preſent things, which are but momentary and | pl. 
ſndden. ; | | M 

Here is the Revelation of the Myſtery which was kept | mi 
ſecrer ſince the World began, but now is made manifeſt, and | - th 
by the Seriptures of the Prophets, according to the Command: } as 
ment of the Everlaſting God made known to all Nations for | ani 
the Obedience of Faith, Rom. 16.25, 26, This thing, | ſta 
an Obedience of Faith, to Obey God whom we have not | w: 
ſeen, and to Obey for unſeen. things ; all which is Ap] ra 
prehended by Faith, whoſe Object is att ubſeen Gog, | ar, 
and unſeen Things. Though.it is made known and m#- 
nifeſt enough by the Scriptures and by the Goſpel, - and 
though it hath been Preached' and Declared to, the 


> 
py 


World, yet it is a Myſtery to them at 'this Day. But} 1 
his Children and Servants, his Elect and Choſen Ong | th 
do underſtand as well what it is to Obey and Serveat} a 
unſeen God, for unſeen Things,. as the Labourers inthe 1 
Vineyard did, when they worked for a Peny a Da), 
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s [as Servatits and Labourers know for whom and »r 


r | what they Labour, when they do work for their '4- 


—_— 


| 
« 
F 
| 
| 
| 


# ters, according to. the Fleſh for Yearly Wages, oror 
| io much a Day. An Obedience of Faith doth apre- . 
| bend things Future, all one as things preſent ; for ith 
4 is the Subitfance of things hoped for. Now thing ho= 
| ped tor, are not as yer. And though ſome may Þ apt 
| to Imagine that things not yet, are not Subſtanc, yet 
| the Holy Ghoſt knew better, when he expreſled i after 


that manner, then Scoffers and Unbelievers, who are 
apt to. Objc&, and ſay on.this wiſe. For I pray youjdge 


- ye in your own Reaſon, is there not as much Subſtz1cs 
in things diſtant aS i things near ? Is there not thecame 


Subſtance in things to come, as in things preſen:? For 
even things preſent were once to come. Is fiere nok 
as much Subſtance ia Heaven as in Earth ? «( believe, 
that whoſoever ſhall be counted worthy to encer therein, 
he will find Ten Thouſand times more. -But the Peo« 
ple of this Werld are Ignorant, 'and Puzzled at this 
Myſtery of an Obedience of Faith, becauſe the Pro- 


| miſces and Threatnings of God are future and to come, 
, therefore People do not Regard nor Fear thermm. Where- 


as Faith would here receive and embrace thoſe Promiſes, 
and alſo be Overawed by the Threatnings ; notwith- 
ſtanding they are future and Diftant, all one as if they 
were preſent and ſenſible before them. But the Gene- 
rality of the World are a very froward Generation, Chil- 
dren in whom is 20 Faith, There is little or no true Faith 
amongſt Men. And hereupon, Bec-uſe Sentence agatnſt 
an Evil Work is not executed ſpeedily, therefore the Hearts of 
the Sons of. Men are fully ſet in them to do Evil, Ecclel. 8. 
11, There is a great deal in this. I had almoſt ſaid, 
that this is the Cauſe and Reaſon of all the Irreligion 
and Ungodlineſs, Sin aud Wickedneſs, that 'is abroad 
in the Earth. becauſe God doth not preſently Puniſh 
Men and Women for the ſame. It is this which mo 
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thez Armour-Proof and Hardned againſt the Miniſtry 


of is Wort, and our Denunciation of the Terrors of 
the ord againſt them. And fo it is of that Evil People 


whic refuſe to hear my Words, which walk in rhe Ima. | 


ginatzn of their Hearts. Fer.1 3.10. For both ſorts think. 


32 the: Hearts,aithough the Word & the Miniſtry there- 


of dok ſpeak Eviland Miſery to us, yet nothing comes | 


q 
[5 


of it. 'or we are as Healthful in Body, as Proſperous in | 
ountwai) Eſtate,and ſeem as Merry and contented inMind 


as Othxr People. The Tabernacles of Robbers Prof- 
Per, and they. that provoke God are ſecure into whoſe 
Harr],God bringeth abundantly, Job 12. 6. Wherefore 


ao tHe iched Live, become old, yea, mighty in Power. Their 


Sced 15 Iſftabliſhed in their ſight with them, and their off- 
ſpring bej:re their Eyes. Their Houſes are ſafe from Fear, 


nerrber is tre Rod of God upon them, Their Bull Gendereth, 
and faileth nt, their Cow Calveth, and Cafteth not ber Calf, ] 


Job 21. 7, 8,9, 10. So their Ground bringeth forth 
Corn and Graſs, all one as that of other People. God 


is kind to the Unthankful and to the Evil, Luke 3. 37. For 
be maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil and Good, and: ſendeth 


Ram os the Juſt and Unjuſt, Mat.'6. 35. There is a Fuſt' 


Alan that perijhth in bis Righteonſneſs, and there is a Wick- 


ed an that prolongeth his Life in his Wickedneſs, Eccleſ. 7. 
IS. There be Fuſt Mcn unto whom it bappeneth according to. 
the Work of the Wicked ; again there be Wicked Men to 
whom it happeneth according to the Work of the' Righteous, | 


Ecclel. 3. 14. No Man knoweth Love or Hatred ( that is 
of God ) by all that is before him. All things come alike 10 


all, There js one event to the Righteous and the Wicked, to- 
the Good, to the Clean ard the Unclean; to him that Sacri= 


fieeth, and te him that Sacrificeth not, as is the Good. 0.45 
the Sinnar, and he that Swearth, as be that Feareth an Oath, 
Ecclel. 9. 1,2. Though God hath been Pleaſed to ordain 
and ſuffer it ſo to be ; yet it is before ſaid,that the Rio h- 
eons, ard the Wiſe, and their Works, arc in the Hand of 


Goa. 
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God.” And ſo it follows by the ſame Conſequence of 


things, that the Works and Doings of Sinners and the 


| Wicked, are in the memoria] and Regiſter of God, e« 


ven for htm to bring forth the ſame unto future Judg- 


| ment, and make a ſeveral Diſtribution thereupon, For 


ſince the Fathers fell aſleep, All things continue as they were 
ſruce the beginning of the Creation, 2 Pet.- 3. 4. And 10 


| People are Born; Marry and Die Promiſcuoully and In- 
differently without any odds between Righteous and 


Wicked, Godlineſs or Ungodlineſs, Obedience or Diſs 
obedience, of one Man between another. The Scrip- 
tures do ſpeak fully and abundantly hereof in many pla- 


| ces; and alſo they mention particularly in 2 Per, 3. 


hew the Sinners and Wicked, who watk after cheir own 
Luſfts, do hereupon Sin yet more and more, and go ori 
ſecurely, and without fear, becauſe of their preſent 


} Proſperity and Impunity in this Life. Whereas F pro» 


feſs Solemnly and. Seriouſly as I ſee afid oblerve theſe 
things, to me it is the greateſt Argument, Demonſtra- 
tion, and full Aſſurance , that all things are indeed ſo 
as they are ſpoken of in Scripture. And I do through 
this, which hath been a Cloud and Stumbling Block to 
ſome, fee clearly and apprehene plainly the Nature of 
God's Kingdom and Dominion over Men, to be on this 
wiſe, viz. As abont the time of Forty Tears, he ſuffered the 
manners of the Iſraelites in the Wilderneſs, Afts 13. 18; 
ſaith our Text, To prove them. In like manner for about 
the time :of Threeſcore Years and Ten, or Fourſcore 
Years, he doth ſuffer the manners of ail the feveral Per= 
fons of Men and Women, of all Countreys in this Wils 
derneſs of the Earth, letting them go on as they wi? 
to ſee what they will do, avd wat their- End mill b'. 1 his 
is his Eternal Decree which ſeems to be F{tibli'! eTupoft 
oreat Wiſdom $ for hereby te doth Effe:tua 'y prove 
then, toknow what is in their Heart, whither te will 
kcep his Commandments or no. This ycry lagi Orc es 
W Tn 5 ſy | F 


(20) 
and Diſpenſation of the things of God towards us Men, 
may be underſtood from that of theApoſtle,as indeed the 
whole Series & Defign of Scripture hath a Relation and 
Tendency to what he hath written, For we muſt all appear 
before tne Fudgment Seat of Chriſt, that every one may re« 
ccive for the things done in the Body, according to that he hath 
done, whithcr it be good or bad, 2 Cor. 5, 10. Whereby 
It is clearly fhewn forth and intimated, that People do 
not receivein this Life according to the things that they 
have here done in the Body, but they will receive for 
them in the Day of Judgment, and in the ſucceeding E- 
ternity, There will be nothing done of this, until theſe 
Bodies are laid in the Graves, and an Hoar js coming after 
that, in the which all that are in their Graves ſhall bear his 
Voice, and ſhall come forth, they that have done good jinto the 
Reſurretion of Life, and they that have done Evil, mnto the 
Reſurre&1on of Damnation, John 5. 28, 29. God'will make 
one Work and Reckoning of it altogether, according 
to Mat. 25.32. And before him ſhall be gathered all Na- 
t10ns, &c. And the Deſtruition of the Sinners and Tranſ- 
greſſors ſhall be together, 14. 1. 28, Even of all Generati- 
ons and Countries, although now they Live out their ap» 
inted timc, and Dye as other Men. The Spirit of 

; God faith by the ſame Iſaiah, The Sinner beins an Hun« 
dr:d Years Old, ſhall be accurſed, Iſa. 65.20. The Word 
of God doth Speak Evil of him now, and Evil ſhall be- 
fal him hereafter 5 although as yet he hath felt nothing 
of outward Harm or Evil. Good Men have been offend- 
ed at the preſent Proſperity and Impunity of the Wick- 
ed. We hear frequently thereof in the Old T:{tament, 
but not altogether ſo much in the New. Thoſe who 
tad chiefly Temporal Promiſes to encourage them to 
Obedience, might well Startle and Stumble, when the 
Diſebedient received the fame in Effect. -. Verily I hae 
clearſud my Heart in vain, Plal. 73. 13, There was not 
then 16 clear a Reyclation of the Judgmest"to Oe: 
| | and 
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and of the ſucceeding Eternity , which is to make a 
wide Decilion and vaſt Diſf.rence between the Righ- 
teous ani! the Wicked. This would have inſtantly ſa- 
tisfied all their doubts. But now Chriſtians, who are 
aſſure1 of all this have no Reaſon to' be Envious at the 
Fooliih, when they fee the Proſperity of the Wicked. 
Yet, Do yethink the Scripture faith in vain ?- The Spirit 
that dwelieth in us, luſtth to Envy, Jam. 4. 5. The 
ditterence between the Sins of the Regenerate and Un- 
regenerate is, the Regen:rate have little motions and 
terdencies towards the ſ:me Sins, which they cruſh and 
keep ſhort; but the others ſoffer them to break forth into 
op:n At. And ſo'there are at this Day in ſincere good 
Pe»ple, ſome little Inchnations or Luſtings to Eavy: 
They areapt to be Grieved, that they who Provoke or 
De<ſpiſe God, ſhould Fiouriſh and ſeem outwardly in - 
better Plight then themſelves. There is a carnal Inter- 
mixture, ſomething for themſelves, when they Cry out 
O_ Lord, How long ſhall the Wicked Triumph ? How 
long wilt thou ſuffer them to do on this wiſe ? Perhaps 
thy have their Portion in this Life,  Pſal. 17. 14. As 
A::guſtize did oblerve, that was the Reaſon of the long 
Prolperity and Continuance of the Roman Empire, for 
their Exerciſe of Moral Vertues. Like, as we Read in 
One of the Prophets, That God did give Egypt to Ne- 
buchadnezzar for Wages, in ſerving him with his Army 
in ſuch a Work as he would have done. And this ſame 
is the very Reaſon why many People have Health and 
Proſperity, Riches and long Life, who will yet never 
go to Heaven; but they are Rewarded here for that lit- 
tle good they have done. And therefore the Pſalmiſt 
Prays by the Spirit, Deliver my Sonl from Men, which 
are thy Hand O Lord, from Men of the World, which have 

their Portion jn this Life, and whoſe Belly thou filleſt with thy 

hid Treaſure, They are full of Children, and leave the 

reſt of their Subſtance to their Babes, This would not 
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C. 22: | 
content and fatisfy him, but he was rather afraid of it, 
As for me ( By which kind of Spzech he would Diſtin. 
gviſh and Exempt himſelf from them ) 1 will behold thy 
Face in Righteouſneſs, Iſhall be ſat fied when I awake 
in thy Likeneſs. I have Read of a certain Godly Man, 
who whc:n he was Exaltcd to great Perfermes:t and Re- 
Venues, be did very mnch tear, Jea!t thereby Gol meant 
to give him his Portion in this Lite; and thereupon he 
was doubtful whither he ſhould accept of it, yet after- 
wards he did. However we are to let God alone with 
the Ways. of his Providence z for he, and nor we poor 
Wretches, knoweth what he hath to do. How he deals 
with others, what is that to us ! We may reſt fully a- 
tisfied, and moſt certainly aſſured with what the Wiſe 
Man ſaith, Though a Sinner ds Evil an Hunired times and 
bis Dars be Prolonged, yet ſurely T knoy it ſpall be well ith 
' them which Fear God, which Fear, before him, Eccleſl. 8, 
712, Gad cannot be Unrightcousz . and if h< decals more 
Bountifully with the Wicked in this Life then wich you, 
certainly you will fare better then they in that Life 
Which is to come. It will be better for thoſe who in the 
Days cf their Fleſh, Lived before him in Righteouſteſs 
and true Holineſs, then with thoſe who in the ſame 
Days of their Fleſh did Deſpiſe God, or Lived in ſome 
Tranſzreſlion or Diſobedience the ſame while. Shall not 
the Judge of all the Earth do Right ? Yea, He ſhall do 
Right, and make an exact Diſtribution ( Fudg ment will I 
lay tothe Line, and Righteouſneſs ro the Plummet ) to every 
Man according as his Work hath been.Doth any wiſe or 
knowing Man envy Oxen or Sheepas he ſees them Feed- 
Ing in good Paſtures, but he rather Pities the poor Cre- 
atures, becauſe he apprehends what It ls for, to Fat them 
for the Shamblcs. This is the very caſe as to the Pro- 
Tperity of the Wicked or Sinners, Righteous art thou O 
Lord when I plead nith thee, yet let me T atk with thee of thy 


Tudements. Wherefore do:b the Way of the Wicked Proſper ? 
| : Wi"heree 
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| Wherefore are all they happy that deal very Treacheronſly t!.on 


"Þaſt planted them. Tea, they have taken Root, they grow, -yea, 


they bring forth Fruit. Thea art neat in their Mouth (and 
ſo they were outward Worſhippers, and did talk of God 
in a general Way) and far from their Reins. But thou O 


' Lord knoweſt me, thou haſt ſcen and tried wy Heart towards 


thee ( whereby the Prophet coth import.his own ſincere 
Service towards God, and yet it was not outwardly fo 
well with him :- But he goes on to add,:) Plack chem ont 
like Sheep for the Slaughter, and prepare them for the Day of 
Sla:giter,  Jer.. 1.2. 1,2,3. Aud ſo:the Apoſtle James 
faith by the Spitic unto the Rich Men, Ye have Lived tu 
Pleaſure on the Earth, and been Wanton, and Nouriſhed your 
Hearts as in the Day of Slaughter, Jam. 5. 5. Tremble 
at this ye Gentry and Sen{ualiſts, and Merry Men of 


this preſent Age and Generation. Though thoſe Bruitiſh 


Men know it not, neither doth a Fool underſtand this, 
What ? It follows, When the Wicked jpring as the Graſs, 
and when all the Workers of Iniquiry do Flourtſh, it 1s (there 
it is Pointed out) thar they (hall be deſtroyed for ever, Plal. 
92.6, 7, £9 it will be for evcr at laſt, although they 
are not preſently deſtroyed at the very ſame time when 
they. commit their Wickedneſs and Iniquity.  Amalek 
mas the firſt of the Nations, but bis latter End ſhall be, that 
he periſh for ever, Num. 24. 20. The Decree and Purpoſe 
of God ſtands on: this wiſe,. For the Lord God of Recome 
psices ſhall ſurely Requite, Jer. 51. 56. At the time Ap- 
pointed, when they come Dye, and after that the Judg= 
ment. | 

. As by a Right Underſtanding of the Nzture of God's 
Rinzdom and Dominion over us Men, we come to know 


' the very Reaſon why he doth nor preſently Punifh Sin=- 


ners, but oftentimes ſuffers them to Proſper. Soby the 
ſame Reaſon of things we may learn, wherefore he ſuf- 
fers or inflits Aﬀfjtions and Calamities on Godly and 
Righteous People, Ir is hard and ſomirk to think in 

B 4 ones 
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ones Mind, Verily 7 have cleauſed my Heart in vain, and 
waſhed my Hands in Innmocency, for all the Day lorg bave 
T been Plagued, and Chaſtned every Morning, Pial. 73. 13, 
14, That when Man ſerves God diligently and faityful. 


ly, and leads an upright and innocent Life, that then he , 


ſhould meet with greater and forer Tronbles. To 
think this is Painful to One. - Our Nature 1s Impati- 
ent. thereat and Reſents it hardly. But this was the Lot 
of the Generation of thy Children in former Days; and 
therefore we are not to think that any ſtrange or new 
thing, hath happened unto us. But call to Remembrance 
the former Days in which after ye were /lluminated, ye en- 
faured a great fight of Aﬀiitions, Partly, whilſt ye were made 
a gazi:g Stock, both by Reproaches and Aﬀfi:&ijons ; and 
wiilit ye became Companions of them that were ſo uſed, Heb, 
10.32,35. The Apoſtle writes this to thoſe precious and 
beſt Saints and Servants of God which were in that Day. 
And I know a Man who hath had a good Mind towards 


God from his tender Years, who hath made it his bulineſs 


and conſtant endeayour to keep, andalſo to do the Com- 
mandments from his Youth up ; who when he hath been 
Perſccuted in Body, and been oppreſſed and rendred 
Poor 1n his outward Eſtate, It bath been Tauntingly 
and Sarcaſtically ſaid unto him, Is this all that your 
Prayers, Religion, and Faſting bath come unto? "ſhe 
Scofter did go on to add, 1f I were to be Religious, I 
would be Religious for ſomewhat, and not thereby to 
be Rendred Miſerable ( which might indeed be done in 
their meaning by cloſe Methods of Hypocriſy, but nor 
by continuing whole and ſtedfaſt in God's Covenart, 
without Tranſzrefſion of, or Varlation from ſome part 
of his written Word, conſidering how the World hath 
2en, and 15) but they who talk atter this manner, have 
not Faith, and they know not what it is to Live by 
Fait', or to render an Obedience of Faith. We Read 
fomernat like hereof in the Book of the Lord. _ 
there 
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there be which ſay of my Soul, There is no help for him in 
God, Selah. Pal. 3.2. 41y Tears have been my Meat Day 
and Night, while they Conti-ual'y ſay unto me, Where 1, thy 
God ? When 1 remember th:ſe things, I pour out my Sou! in 


| mt, 4s with a Sword 11 mine Bones, mine En:tmies Reproach 


me, while they ſay Daily unto me, Where is thy Cod? Pal 
42, 2, 3, 10. 1 Remenibred God, and was Troubled, 1 Com- 
plained, and my Spirit was Overwhelmed, Sclah. 1 have 
conſidered the Days of Oli, the Years of Arcicat Times, I 
Call to Remembrance my Song i» the Night, I Commune with 
mine own Heart, and my Spirit made diligent ſearch, Pal; 
77. 3. Yea, I have ſometimes obſerved, thit when I 
have walked with God yet more clciely, and have wai- 
ted upon him more diligently, b:ing conſcious of no 
Sin or Fault, yet a greater Affliction or Vexation hath 
enſued immediately thereupon. Truly this was a very 
ſore Trial, that when one ſhould more expect and hope 
for Good from the Hands of God, then to meet with 
Evil. Yea, An horrible Thought and Temptation hath 
hereupon aroſe in my Mind ( which indeed hath had 
that Effet, as to make me abate and diminiſh ſome- 
what from my former Zrcal and Fervency, like unto 
that Saying of him, Behold, T:# Evil z of the Lord, 
What ſhould I wait for the Lord any longer, 2 Kings6. 33. 


| If only this comes of my Serving of God, ſhall I deſiſt 


and Jeave it off, and betake my ſelf to the like Uugodly 
Carcleſ Life, or Formal Outſide Religion, which others 
do of my Circumſtances, Condition and Years. God 
forbid, I abhor the thoughts of it from the bottom of 
my Heart. But I will rather on the contrary make the 
true and right Inference, That Evil, Oppoſition and 
Tronble came from Satan the Adverſary ( which God 
did ſuffer and overrule) to prove and try me yet more 
( wherefore I will yer more Reſiſt Satan, and act yet 
greater Revenge upon him) for there is a good ſort of 
Revenge mentioned in 2 Cor, 7. 11, To the Vern 
© 
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of his Kinzdom, hoth in my ſelf and others. Hitherto 


I have ſ:rved the God of 1/-acl a littie, but now I will | 


ſerve him much, and clezve yet more clololy unto him, 
for this Trouble and Aficio which bath befaln me. 
E will hear the Rod, and who 12th appointed it. Come 
and let wr (yet more ) Return unto the Lord, for be bath 
broken, ard he will beal us ; he hati ſmitten, and he will bind 
ns wp. After two Days will be revive us,01n the third Da 
he will raiſe us up, and we ſpail Live in bis Sight. Then 
ſhall we know if we follow 0n to kiow the Lord. Ho. 6. 13, 
3. We may ſee and know more of God through the Dark 
Cloud of Afftlitions and Troubles: As alfo then ſhall 
we know, if we tollow on, t5 know the Lord, in the 
various Di ſ>enſativns of. his Providence, and in the ſe- 
veral kinds of Trial, Temtation and Exerciſcs, which 
he ordains or ſufters to tall on ns. Ard here if 1s, and 
ſhould be, that as we keep on Travelling, whither the 


Wa3y under our Feet be Dry aud Good, or Wet and Dir. | 


ty, throngh Thick and Fhin, as we commonly fay As 
the Sailer ſtil] makes towarcs the Haven, he is b2und 
unto, come Fair Weather or Foul, genitie Gales, or 
Euroclyans, which ſignifies Tempeliuous Winds: So 
here is the Faith and Patience of the Saints, that the 
Righteous ſhould hold on his Way, and he "that hath 
clean Hands, be ſtronyer and ſtronger. For God and 
Heaven I am hent, bound and reſolved, this is my 
Journeys End, and here is my Deſired Haven, or the 
Haven where I would bz. And I hope thac by his 
Grate, and Strengthening me with Strength in my Soul 
( which I always ask in Prayer) for I am come to that 
Stedfaſtneſs and Purpoſe of Mind herein, that you may 
fooner turn a Dromedacy in his Courle, tiien turn me 
alide from going on ſtill in that wy towards God, and 
the Habitation of his Holineſs, which he hath Chalked 
out in his Word, and thewed me in my Mind ( what I 
fpcak of my felf,, when 1 Declare my own Experiences, 

| z I 


* | 
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1 would that ye apply it to your ſelves alſo, for we 
are Fellow-Servants and Fellow-Travellers ) through 
Good and Evil Report, through Shame and Diſhonour, 
as deceivers and yet true, in Aﬀictions, in Neceili. ies, 
in Diſtreſſes, through Plenty and Poverty, In Sickneſs 
and Health, in Proſperity and Adverſity, ſometimes at 
Liberty, and again through Priſons, Up-hilland Down- 
hill, and ſometimes in a Plain, as onr Way lie*, To have 
now, and then a ſmooth Voyage, and then to be toſſed 
toand fro. Even according to that: Degree or Meaſure 
of Tribulation, which our Heavenly Father hath Ap» 
pointed and Ordaived we ſhall paſs through, before we 
come unto,and enter into his Kingdom. So that whereas 
I before mentioned, that thoſe Troubles and Aflitons its 
coming on me immediately after my cloſe walking with 
waiting on the Lord did ſeveral times heretofore Make 
meabate & diminiſh from my former Zeal and Feryen- 


| cy, This was my Ignorance and Infirmity then. For now 


I perceive when I Underſtand things mcre, and aright, 
they ſhould rather have encreaſed and heightned and 


confirmed it ſo much the more. For hereby then Satan 
did get an Advantage over me, bur if I had fodone, as 
I now ſce thatI ſhould have done, then | ſhouid not on-» 
ly have made his own Devices of none Eff</1, but have 
turned and made them fall back upon himſelf. For this 
is the beſt way to dcal with an Enemy, to turn his own 
Canon vpon himſelf; and not only to ipcil the Mines, 
but to ſpring thoſe Mines upon themiclves, which they 
had1ain to Blow us up; cr according to the Scripture 
Phraſe herein, that thgmſelves may fall into the Pie 
which they had Cigged for others. As 1 1s written, 
Thou beſt ſhrwed thy People kard thirgs, thou haſt given us 
to drink_ the Wine of Ajtomjhmernt. $9 Feren4*b had hard 
thoughts of God, when he ſaid, Flr thou be unto me al- 


together as a Liar, and as Waters that fail? Jer. 15. 18. 


90 I ſpeak It tomy ſhame, and as a warning and inſtru- - 
| | ' Etion 
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ftion to others, I have had bard thonghts of God, thay 
whereas he had revealed himſelf to be good to 1/rael, 
even to ſuch as are cf aclean Heart, that even when I was 
by his Grace upon making my Heart clean then to re. 
ceive Croſſes and Diſappointments, which our Fretful 
ard Impatient Nature cail: Evils, then was fulfilled, 
But as f;r me, my Feet were almoſt gone, my Steps had well 
mgh ſlipt, cven to have turned ade utterly from t 
Way of tlie Lord, or to have fallendown and gono fur 
ther tiiercin. And truly unleſs. it had been for ſome | 
forcible Cenſidet ations drown from the near Approa- 
ches of Dcath, and the ſucceeding Judgment which God 
Pu: into my Mind, and they did weigh down, and over. 
rule to continue ſtill in his Service (Bleſſed bt his Name 
for it) I belicve, and am afraid, that I had becn a: utter 
Apoſtate from the Ways of GoJ. 

Moreover that the Heart be withont Knowledge ir is 
not Good, ſaid So'omon. Bnt from h<nce we may fee | 
That Exceeding Advantage and Benefit of a full and 
through Knowledge concerning the things of God. It 
Is all 12 all ard the turning Point whereon doth depend 
the Eternal Salvation or Condemnation of Mankind, 
For where any one is ſaved, it is by Grace ard Faith | 
(both which do include within themſelves a Knowledge 
of the unſeen things of God) that they are ſaved. And 
ſo it is on the other Hand, Ay People are deſtroyed for 


| 


Lick of Knowledoe, Hof. 4. 6. Which will be found true *| 


as to thoſe Miſerable Souls at the laſt Day, who fhall be 


Puniſhed with Everlaſting Deſtruttion from the Preſenfe of $ 


the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power, 2 Theſl. 1. 9. 
For had they known more of the things of God (andit 
was their own Fzult and Negligence that they did not) | 
they had eſcaped and never came to that State of final 

Condemnatton and Perdition. 
The Conſideration hereof is an Unanſwerable Argu- 
ment, why we ſhould do accordirg to the Counſel and 
| Directi- 
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Direction of Solo-mov, A Wiſe Man will hear, and will ju2 
creaſe Learning, Prov. 1.5. And for that End we ſhould 


take and lay hold on all Opportunities for Hearing the 


Word,and not be lgnorantly Confined to adead and dull 
Miniſtry,or be blindly glvenup to follow a BlindGuide, 
and noneelſe: But in the Multitude of Counſellors there is 


| 'Safety, bothin Temporal and alſo in Eternal Concerns. 


This Truth and Obſervation I make known, or ra- 
thea declare unto ye in the General, that ye may juſt 
perceive of what exceeding Uſe and Benefit and Edifi- 


- cation It is to know fully and throughly (By both which 


Adverbs I difterence it from that Knowledge in Part or - 
be&Halves, which is but a little coming forth out of Ig- 
norance, and People ſhould never fit down with a Know- 
ledge in part, or at halves) the Nature of Gods Kingdom 
and Dominion over Men, particularly in that Branch 


\ thereof, which relates to the Proſperity of the Wicked, or 


the Afliftons of the Righteous, For this hath been a migh- 
ty Stumbling Block, which hath hitherto hindred many 
People from coming into the Way of the Lord, and 0- 
thers from walking on and continuing therein. This 
alſo hath a mighty Influence over the Minds of Men, in 
as much as it 15 Senſible and Viſible. The Apoſtle Pant 
cautions thoſe he writes unto, That they be not ſoon Moved 
or Shaken in Mind at the Affiiftions which hath befaln him , 
knowing that thereunto we were appointed. Anditbe- * 
ing ſo contrary unto the Natural Prudence and Wiſdom 
of Mena, to undertake or eſpouſe a broken Cauſe, or to 
embarke ones ſelf in a Shipwrackt Veſſel, hereupon it 
was that Chriſt Crucifed, was to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs 
(as his Meanneſs and Condeſcention therein, was to the 
Jews-a Sumbling Block, inaſmuch as they ſuppoſed that 
the Mcfſias world be outwardly Glorions and Vidorious 
over all his Enemies) for the Gr:eks could not think it 
Conſiſtent with their Vain Philoſophy, or Moral Wiſ- 
dom to receive and be pereakers of rhe Aſflictions of the Geſ- 
| | _ pet. 


of Goa”s Chili!ren, Deut. 32. 5, And there was hardly es» 
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pel. And fo far indeed it isrue, that conſider it meer.|fer : 
ly asa Man within the Limits of this preſent Life & ſhorsRig| 
Time, this Wiſtom will never be juſtified by her ChilyÞthe 
dren. Bur let Faith come in, the Subſtance of thingy|ted 
hoped for, which are to come, and the Evidence of thingy|not 
not ſeen ; and this will quickly weigh down the Scale!) 
and determine it, and carry it for the Knowledge eff607 


God and of eur Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Thus much is Uni. 
verſally Received and Acknowledged in this Chriſtian 
Nation and Country of our Nativity and Hahitation; 
But {fill there is that mixture of Unbelief, and ſo much 
which ſavours of Men, and of the Worldly and Fleſhly 
Nature, that it cannot throughly reliſh and digeſt i. 
flictions in the Ways of God, nor yet have they that 
Knowledge of the Moſt High, as to perceive his Favour 
and Loving Kindneſs therein, which is certainly true. 
For whom the Lord loveth, he Chaſtmeth, according to what 
the Spirit ſaith, As mary as T love, I Rebuke and Chaſten, 
Rev. 3. 19. Many are apt to doubt of the Favour of God, 
or to think they are not in the right way of his Worſhip 
(T have heard of Examples of this kind) becauſe of thoſe 
great continued Afflictions and outward Croſſes they 
meet with in the World. But herein all theſe People do 
err, not knowing the Scriptures nor tlie Power of God, 
nor the Way of the Diſpenſation of his Kingdom to- 
wards us Men. For the Reaſonand End of theſe AfliQi-= 
ons are to prove and try them yet more, what is in their 
Heart, as Gold is tried in the Fire, and they are deſfign- 
ed to draw us nearer and cloſer to God, as alſo to wean 
ns the more from this preſent World. As it was noted. 
before concerning the Proſperity of the Wicked, that 
they had their Portion in this Life, God intending theres 
by to Reward them here for that licrtle Good they had 
done, for none is ſo bad, bnt doth ſome little good or 
other. Soi: is ticre on the other Hand,there 1s a ſpot ever 
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4. (ver any one ſo Righteous upon Earth (ſeſus Chriſt the 
Tt Righteous excepted) who did not in ſome little thing or 
other put forth their Hand to Iniquity. They commit- 


ted or Conſented to Injiquity leſs or more z but they did 


they are here Chaſtened of *the Loyd, that they ſhould not be 
Condemned with the World, t Cor. 11. 30, 31,, Then it is 
that People do err, when they do.not knowhe.Scrip- 


*[tures. For in theſe Scriptures very much is ſaid concern- 


ing the Proſperity of the Wicked,” and the Ailitions bf 
the Righteous. Somuch whereof hath been here decla- 
red and alledged out from thence, that the Reader may 
Judge and Underſtand in like manner of all the re{t- Ag 
the ſeveral things concerning it do ariſe up in"his:. 
Thoughts, or as they find from their own Experiences, 
as alſo from the Obſervation they make from their own 
{elves, as alſo from others abroad in the World, Seek. 
ye out of the Book of the Lord and Read; for there a Know- 
ledge and Reaſon of the things of God may be had and 
underſtood. To know a thing as ir ought toto be known, 


[is to know it by its Conſequences and with the Reaſons 


thereof. 

Now of the things which we have ſpoken, this is the 
Sum. We have heard ef tne Nature of God's Kingdom 
and Dominion over:Men, as the ſaine 1s to prove aud 


| bay them. to know what is in therr Heart, anv in order 


thereto, Secondly, God iarh Eftablifhed for all Nations 
an Obedience of Faith, Ard Tor dly, All tvings happen 
alike to all, and alt as a cor ſequent trom tiiw Firtt, he 


| hath ſuffered the Proſperity of the Wicked, and 10 Ex- 


erciſe the latter yet more, he hath ordained I roubles' 
and Afﬀidtions for the Righteous. All theſe Leveral 
Heads of Diſcourſe do hang and depend ane upon{ano- 
ther: as they are indeed and in reality linked cn and con=- 
nected: together in the great Order and Concatenation 
of the things of God, 
t 
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It now remains to ſhew how the right Underſtanding 
of the Nature of G d's Kin, :dom and Dominion over 
Men, as it ſta!ds in this Order, and on this Wiſe, is a 
neceſſary h:lp towards the making a Continuing and 
Perſevering Woi k of it. | 

Sin and Ungodlineſs do certainly hinder from making 
g Continuing and Perſevering Work of it, they being 

aice oppoſite and coatrary chereunto, as Tranſgreſſion 
is contrary to Obedience, and the Service of God is Di- 
- ametcically Oppoſite, and PerfeAtly Contrary to no Ser- 
vice at all. And therefore in order.to make acontinu- 
ing and perſevering Work of it, we muſt Sin not, and 
deny 21l Ungodlineſs. The Principal I had almoſt ſaid, 
only Reaſons why all the froward Inhabitants of the 
Earth do Sin againſt God, are theſe three. 1, Becauſe 
God doth not Render preſent Puniſhment. 2dly, Be. 
cauſe Gad is out of ſight. And 3dly,. Becauſe God holds 
his Tongue, or keeps Silence. Now ( obſerve this) 3 
Right Underſtanding of the Nature of God's. Kingdom 
and Dominion over us Men, as before Explained, doth 
anſwer all theſe and the like Imaginations in the Hearts 
of the Children of Diſobedience, or the Ignorant Mul. 


ti:nde. For the ſame Ward of Truth which faith, Be- | | 
cauſe Sentence againſt an Evil Work is not executed | 
ſpecdily, therefore the Hearts of the Sons of Men are | 


fuily ſet in them to do Evil ; elſewhere ſpeaks on this 


wiſe, 1 will Puniſh the VWorld for their Evil, aud the Wicked"| 


for their Iniquity, 114, 13.11. The Puniſhment of God is 


almoſt throughout the whole Scripture, ſpoken of in the | 


future Sence, he will or fhall Puniſh. 1 do hereby tell 
and warn the Sinners ard Tranſgreſlors and Hypocrites 
of this my Generation, who bleſs themſelves in their 
Heart, ſaying, They ſhall have Peace and Safety,, al- 
though they walk in the Imagination. of their Heart, to 
ad one Sin to another. Who are apt to fancy as if 
God couid not, or would not Puniſh, Becauſe he doth 
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of Puniſh them preſently ,nor ftrike them dead in their 
ing. Hear YE this Word 2nd Tremble, it is as eaſy for 

od to Puniſh them, OT 439 of us, as for WE tO cruſh a 

2th or kill the leaſt Fly or Inſet. For he taketn away 
ar Breath, and WC Dye, & then the ſentence Which was 
jot before ſpeedily execut:d ypon evil doers, doth be- 
jin to be executed upon the. There is no need to pout 
lown Judgments. outwardly upon the cinners Head, 5s 
ie did upon the Cities of the Plain; for he cal ſtir up 4 
Diſeaſe fron within, which Gall fetch out the Soul to re- 
tive for 1t'5 Sinful & Evil Necds. SAitn Ones It 3s eaſy for 
the Lord t0 Yeeompence a Man according 10 91s ways in the day 
if bis Death. Nay, He doth it not. £0 PLoPet 7 
(& and particular day of Ones Death, as afterwards: for 


x when we begin an A&ion or COmMmENCE A Suit at L2aW 


we do firſt Arreſt him by ſuch 3 Bayll 


ho ſits upon 2 Pale Horſe, whoſe Name is Death, 
and enters into Palaces all One as common Houles (for 
no-Place or Perſon is Priviledged azainlt him) who ar- 


reſts ſeyerally all th© Men and Women of all Generatil- 
ons and Countries» and fetcnes Our their 5 ouls from their 
Bodies, LUKE 12. 20* And then God begins his Procels 
or Proceedings againſt them, according O09 what Ley 
have done in Uh1s Life, whither Good or Evil God 


could have Puniſhed Man in this Life and on This Farih, 
ec is i9.1pare 


them here, CXPecmng that his Goodnef, Forza! ance 
and Long Suffering ſhould lead them £0 Repei:tance 5 but 
when he bath given them a ſpace 19 Repent, and they 
Repentcd not; then C 
In this Lifts man doth Deſpiic and Provoke the Lord 
God. but by Deats God takes Vengeance on Ma?» 
the Wrath of God #5 vealed from Fever enrotnſs all Un- © 
godliniefs and Uzrrighten neſs ef Pets. Rom. 1+ 15» Mark 

here Giligently how it 15 cxprefied, It is Revealed, tas 
ET G 1h 
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is 25 much as to ſay, It is made known from Heaven 
but it is not yet executed and ſenfibly felt, which will 
then be afcer the Breath of Men is gone out of their No. 
ſtrils, and their Souls are departed from their Bodies; 
or rather when they come to riſe up, and be Reunited a- 
gain, then they ſhall receive according to what they cid 
in them in this Life and on this Earth. On this wiſe al] 
tie great Promiſes aud Threatnings of God do ſtand: 
The Promiſes are now revealed or made known frem 
Heaven, they belonging nnto Godlineſs and Righteouſ- 
neſs, but are not yet Acually given. But they ſhall be 
certainly given in the appointed time, or rather at the 
End of time. And fo the Threatnings are Revealed or 
made known from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs and 
Unrizhteouſneſs of Men (by which laſt Word is fignificd 
all that is contrary unto that great and compleat Kuleof 
Righteouſneſs in Scripture, Comprehending all our Duty 
to God as well as to our Neighbour; and not only In- 
juſtice and Wrong between Man and Man, although this 
45 included alſo, it being contrary to that great and come 
pleat Rule of Righteouſneſs therein mentioned)but God 
doth not execnte his Threatnings preſently, nor yet are 
they ſenſibly felt by the Children of Men. Which yet 
ſome of tzem will ſenlibly feel, Smart and Groan under, 
airer rhat their Spirits are deceaſed or departed from 
tieſe Bodies of Clay, and are remoyed to another place 
then this Earth. God hath another place beſtdes this 
Earth, and another time beiides this Life, to fulfil and 
make goed every thing to the leaſt little that he hath 
now ſpoken unto the Inhabitants of this Earti, tn his 
written and Revealed Word. 
The Bruitiſh Mon and Unbelierer, and [enorant Pers, 
ſons are apt to pat off all this with a tranient Feit, or 
their way of Proverb, Whar, Sh3!l ] ſpeak of ir afcer [ 


em Dead? Shall | feel Puniſhment when my BoJy can| 


{cel nothing, Implying as if there wss an Inpoſſihility 
it 
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in this. No ſuch matter. Behold I ſhew you a Myftery* 
Neither they, nor we ſhall Dye; but we ſhall be all 
changed. How now ? What do thou contradict Scrip= 
ture and the Experience of all Mankind ? It is appoint- 
et to Men once to Dyze. Notwithſtanding that I will 
however make out what I before ſaid and afirmed, thar 
neither we nor yet Unbeltievers ſhall ever Dye. We,taat 
is our ſelves, our Souls ſhall not Dye. This is molt true. 
For it 15 only the Body that Dies, then hall the Duſt 
return to the Earth as it was, and the Spirit to God who 
gave it. Then the Soul doth only deceale or depart frem 
this Earthly Houſe God knows where. Hence Death 1s 
properly called a Deceaſe or Departure. Our Life is 
only taken off from the Earth, Acts $.33. but continued, 
elſewhere And ſo the Soul is equally alive the nexr 
Hour or Day after her departure from the Body, all one 
as ſhe was when ſhe was in it. And it returns to God 
who gaveit. And then ſhe hath a more Lively Hope cr 
Comtortable Aſſurance of good things from him, or a 
Fearful ExpeRtation of Evil things, according as ſhe hath 
behaved he (If well or ill in the Body. 
The ſhewing unto ye this Myſtery doth alfo anſwer 
thoſe two other Imaginations in the Children of Diſo- 
bedience,. which emboldens them to Sin or Trantgreſs 
azainſt him, becauſe he is out of fight and he now keeps 
Silence, For beſides, that the ſame Word of Truth 
which ſ:ith, No 21az bath ſcen God a: any time, Joh. 1.18, 
doth elſewhere acquaint us with the Glorioms Appiaring of 
the Great God, Tit.2.13. And how that it ſhall be one day 
ſaid ro the Cities of Judah, Behold your Ged, Ila. 42: 9. 
The ſame Word, which doth take notice, how that Ged 
kath a long time refrained himſelf, and held kis Peace, cven 


| of 014, Ifa. 57.11. There it is added, And thou ſearc/t 


me n»t,. Even for that ſame Reaſon, becauſe be bild his 
Peace. And ſo he holdeth his Tongue when the Wicked De- 


weureth the an that is more Righteons then be, Fiab. 1. 13. 
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And alſo whilft that Evil, lniquity and Treachery ace 
Tranſaftcd, which is mentioned 1n the very ſame Verſe, 
And fo it is whilft the whole courſe of Sin ard Tranſ- 
greſfion gocs on as the ſ:me 15 committed by the Grne- 
rations of Mankind. Th. ſe t!:300's l:aft thou aone and 1 kept 
Silence, Pſal. 5o- 21. Why here the ſame Word that ex- 
Preſſes how God ho!ds bis Feace, holds vis Tongue, and 
keeps Silence, Coth alſo mention and allire us, Our Gd 
ſhall eome and ſhail not keep Silence. T x 1:1 Keprove thee and 
fer them $2 order before tizine Eyes, Plal. FO 3.21, Even all 
the things that were done In this Life,and on this Earth, 
Behold, how one Scripture an{wereth to another, for it 
is ever ſo in the Order and Determination ol God. And 
'we ſhail ſee it accorcingly fo fulfilled as it 1s written in 


the Scriptures, when the Lord God of Eljs/ ſhall take 


away all the Generations of Vankind from tiis Earth, 
 and*ſhall cauſe the Dead to ariſe, and the great Day of 
hi; Judgment is come arid the after State. 

it was before mentioned, that thouzh Geod 15 now out 
of ſight, yer et this very time he hideti himſelf, and 
ftandeth b:hind the Skreen of his Viſible Creatures ; yet 
Faith would find him out and perceive him for all that, 
As alſo an O&cdicice of Faith wou}d appiove our felves 
unto, ar.d pleaſe tiim, all One as ever any Son or Servant 
Cid ſ:rve his Father or Maſter according to the Fleſh, 
whim he ſaw every day, and was almoſt continuaily with 
him. An Ozedience of Faith mult needs be accepted, be- 
cauſe 1£ is ſuch an Ovc<dience as God himſeit hath Or. 
daingd and Eſtabliſhed 3 and the reafonable Creature tn 
this State cannot render any ether. Bur Ido bclieve and 
conceire, that as it i3 written, 77? Lord m4ll come down 
in te ft: bt of ailibe People non Bfount Sinah, Exod. 19, 11, 
And iris af erraris {#1 And Aunt Slnan was altogte 


& vy 


3:08ut, Vir. 18 20, Which Lord in 2&1 7.38, is {aid 
| : 
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to be the Angel, Suppoſed to be the Son of God, even 


Jeſus Chriſt. We Read there, Verſe 16. and Ex:4. 20. 


18, 19, Heb. 2.21, What, effect it had npon 4c0/es and 
upon 2ll the People, as to caſt a very great Awe, Ter- 
rour and Trembling apon them. The like is not te be 
expected again in this World. But this Ido believe and 
conceive, that when the Inhabitants of the Earth of all 
Generations and Countreys from the Creation of the 
Wcorld nnto the End thereof, ſhall be Syummoned to meet 
with God by Death and Judgment at the laſt Trump, 
For the Trumpet fall Sound, then they ſhall tave a ſenſible 
and more laſting Apprehenſion of the Great and Infinite 
God bimſelf in Perſon, then the 1ſraelites had for the 
time of his Angel on Mount Sjnab. For that particular 
Place, the whole Mount Quaked greatly, but then the 
Heavens and the Earth and th whole Creation will 


. quake and be difſolved to be changed and Created a new. 


This alſo I do apprehend and conceive that in the mean 


_ while after the ſeveral reſpeCtive Deaths of particular 


Perſons until this great Day, as it is written, The De- 
vils Believe, and Tremble. So the Souls of ſuch Men and 
Women who in the Days of their Fleſh were Diſobedl- 
ent and Provoking to God, will alſo Believe and Trem- 
ble. Yea, they will be 1gor Miſſabib, Fear round about, 
Jer. 20. 3. Becauſe that in the Inviſible World they will 
have nothing to harden themſelves, or to forget the ſence 
of their approaching Condemnation and Miſery, as now 
they have, as alſo, becauſe they will be nearer unto, and 
know more of God unto whom all Fleſh thall come: 

The Apoſtle in 2 Per. 3. makes the Uſe and Applica» 
tion of a3] this to our Hand, for he ſpeaking there of the 
very ſame a&moniſhes, Scting then that all theſe things ſhall 
be dijolved, wiat manner of Per ſons onght ye to be in all Holy 
Converſation and Godtineſs. Wherefore, Beloved, ſecing that 
ye look. for ſucn things, be diligent that ye may ve found of him 
in Peace, without Spot and Blamclef. Seeing that the Diſ 

penſation 
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penſation of the Kingdom and Dominion of God over 


Men ſtands on this wiſe, What can be a more forcible 
Motive and Perſuaſion then the Knowledgezand Confide. 


ration hereof for ye 0 be ftedfaft Unmoveable, always a- 


beurding in the work of the Lord ; for as much &s ye know that 
gour Labour 3s not in vain in the Lord, For as much as ye 


haſte unto, and draw nearer, and mult be let into theſe 
continuing things, the inference here is Reaſonable and 


Natural, Wherefore Beloved, ſecing that ye look for ſuch con- 
tinxing Things, be diligent that your ſelves continue in 
the Service of the Lord. I f{ay, ye look for continuing 
things, which is 5ppoſite unto perithing things, as ſuch 
are all preſent things, and things of this World. 

I hope that none of ye do ſerve God for any viſible 
preſent Recompence as to thrive better in your Trades 
or Callings, and thatye are not in hopes to grow more 
Rich hereby and-come to a place where his lively Word 
is declared, and his Spiritual Worſhip uſed out of any 


ſiniſter Reipects and preſent Ends. If there was any _ 


thing to be got by it, what a Throng woul\ be here ? 
If ye do this, or the like, ye will be miffaken. -For the 


Fuſt ſpall Live by Faith. He will ſeek the Kingdom of 


God and his Righteonſneſs, and truſt that all theſe things 
ſhall be added unto it. The Terms we are to enter up- 
en Gods Service, is Grace here and Glory hereafter ; 
neceſlary Accommodations for our Pilgrimage, and the 


true Reſt trocome; the Patriark Jacob's Requeſt, Bred 


10 Eat aud Raiment 10 put on ;, and all this 1s to be had only 
by Labour and Honeſt means, and no others. But when 
People come to ſerve the Lord, if they nave thoughts of 
any more, and they do not find their Ends and Expecta- 
tions anſwered, then they leave off the Service cf the 


Lord, which they would not have done, if they had. 


known the Nature of God's Kingdom and the Way of 
his dealings towards the Children of Men. If there was 
a preſent Profit and Gain to be made by Religiqn, by 

every 
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every one that would try after it, then none would Fear God for 
nought, Job 1. 9. nor yet ierve him for the alone Hope and Expetta- 
tion of unſeen things. But People would tratfick for Heaven, as they 
do to Famaica or the Fndies, and all {till for the Love of themlelyes, 


{ and not out of any Love to the Lord of that Countrey. What a Come 


pany of Mercenary Souls ſhould we have ? Then the places of Wor- 
ſhip or Hearing the Word of God, would be Flocked unto, even 
upen Week Days, as the Exchange, or as CountTry People go to Fairs 


{ and Markets, to Buy and Sell and get Gain. Then Worldly Minded 


Men would become-the beft Chriſtians. Thoſe who are all for 
themſelves, uſe Religion only now and then to ſerve a turn, or for 
a reſerve : But if there was any thing to be got at preſent by o do- 
ing, ſuch would do moſt therein, and ſtill do nothing only for God's 
Sake. There would-be then no Work, of Fa7th,. nor Labour of Zove, 
bnt all Selfiſhneſs. But now, God hath moſt wiſely ordered it as it 
is, that the Trial of Faith might be had, that the Excellency of Obe- 
dience may be ſcen. _. Fs 
But yet more clearly it will appear, how the right Underſtanding 

of the Nature of God's Kingdom and Dominion over Men, helps to 
make a continuing Work,from this Remarkable Scripture, Becauſe they 
have no changes, therefore they Fear not God, Plal. 55.19. My Soul 
hath much Meditated upenthis Scripture, it being ſo very Applicable 


Þ aad Suitable to the People abroad in the World, for is aot this the 


very Reaſon of the want of the Fear of God ? or when they talk of it 
in a General Way, yet till thefe is not that real Awe and Dread of 
God upon their Hearts, but: there is a ſecret Cuntempt of him, aud 
a froward going, on. in: the Way. of their Hearts ; as alſo a turning 
back from the Miniftration of his Word. And all is,- becaule they 
have no changes, they ſee ao odds, whither they do or do not. Some- 
times in mine own private Prayer, every Morning and Evening, I 
have performed. the ſame in a PerfunRory, Haſty and Careleſs man- 
ner ; and ſometimes I have done it again more Solemnly, Awefully 
and Attentively. But I have obſerved no great matter of difference 
about the ſucceeding of my Attions the following day, whither I per- 
formed them in a due manner or not. Nay, Perhaps, It went mere 
croſs and thwart when I was in the Morning before in fervent Prayer, 
then when I was remiſs or negligent. And hereupon an evil Hearc 
oA2bzlief hath arofe in me, as if Prayers did ſignifie nothing ; and 
there would be no great matter of difference, if they were laid meerly 
out of cuitom or not at all. Is not this the very ſame as to other 
things pertaining to Religion ? For do we ſee any 6dds or difference 
ontwardly between him that Sacrificeth, or him that Sacvificerb zot ? 
Zetween them that go into the Sanftuary, or them that do not ? Be= 


-Twezh them who are conſtant hearers of the Word, or who deſpile 


theyyord of the Lord,and refuſe to come to the pace where it 18 _ 
en 
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den forth or Preached. Themſelves ſometimes make a trial of both, 
and they find no changes, and therefore they are Confirmed more | 
and more in their Ungodlineſs. Moad bath been at eaſe from his Youth, 
and be bath heen ſetled on his Lees, axd hath not been emptied from 
Pefſel to Veſſel, neither harh he gone into Captivity 3 therefore his taſte 
remained in him, ay bis ſcent 1s not changed, Jer. 48. 11. Even that 
Taſte and Scenr of the O1d Corrupt and Ungadly Nature. Now as 
to all this and ſuch like Imaginations in the Hearts of Men ( for by 
Thoughts or Imaginations, every One is leq guided and doth acs 
cordingly ) Here a right: Underffanding of the Nature of God's 
Kingdom anq Yotninion over us Men; How by the Ordering of 
chings ſo as they are, he doth prove -us, to know what 'is in our 
Hearts, whither we will keep his Cotmandments or no. my 

By the way, atiy'one may chooſs whithzr he will keep the Cons | 
mandments or not, bur then they mulſc-not chooſe unto themſelves 
that Eternal Life which Ged hath Promiſed tothe keeping of them; 
nor yet may they. chooſe or refuſe to avoid that Eternal Death 
which is annexed. to the Contempt, Diſbbedience and Tranſgrel- 
fion of ther, - BEET | 7.» 
" Gad hath alſs Ordained an Obedience of Faith, Kath Permitte( 
all things to happen alike unto all, an #ozr of the Wicked, and the 
Power of Darkneſs, Luke 22. 53. Proſperiry to the Sinners, 'Adver- 
fity to the Righteous, But above all, the Knowledge and Under- 
ftanding that all things ſhalt be exaMy ſo as they are ſpoken of it 
the Scriptures, this will engage and oblige People to continue” in 
the Fear of the Lord, whither-they have ny change 5 or 10; whithat 
they be at. eaſe from their Touth, or emMpMed From Free] to Vefſeh, Even 
however it is: with People in this Life; and on ' this Earth They 
thar know and underſtand all thele things” they 'will concinte' yet 
more fixedly, firmly and conftantly in'the' Fear of the'Lord ; and 


Lo 


that ſa much the more, as they ice the day. Approach ing + © 
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ERRAT A. 
Page 23. Line 36. for {omirk, Read Irkiom, 


